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SN 2008D: A supernova in the spiral galaxy NGC 2770, located about 90 million light years from Earth. 
(Credit: NASA/CXC/Wisconsin/D.Pooley et al.) 

Caption: This is a Chandra X-ray Observatory image of the region around SN 2008D, a supernova that 
was seen by NASA’s Swift satellite in January 2008. The Chandra image was obtained about 10 days 
after the supernova explosion. The Chandra observations helped show that this was a normal supernova 
rather than one associated with a gamma ray burst. They were also used to help calculate the variation 
of the supernova's X-ray emission with time, allowing estimates to be made of the radius of the star that 
exploded and the mass-loss rate just before the explosion. 

Scale: Image is 1 arcmin across. 
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